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Statement. Applicant is not enclosing copies of the patents listed therein, because the 
patents were cited by the applicant or Examiner, and copies thereof provided, in an 
application identified in the present application under the heading "Related Applications" 
and relied on under 35 U.S.C. 120. Applicant believes that this is consistent with the 
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, which reads as follows: 

MPEP 609, m. A.AQ)(D) (August 2001) states "... a copy of any 
patent, publication, pending U.S. application, or other information 
listed in an information disclosure statement is not required to be 
provided if ... the information was previously cited by or submitted to, 
the Office in a prior application, provided that the prior application is 
properly identified in the IDS and is relied on for an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. 120; and (2) the IDS submitted in the earlier 
application complies with 37 CFR 1.98(a)-(c). If both of these 
conditions are met, the examiner will consider the information 
previously cited or submitted to the Office and considered by the 
Office in a prior application relied on under 35 U.S.C. 120. 
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